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WHAT KIND OF GOD?

be later that we discover a link between such experiences and the 
Jesus of the Gospels. And it may be that many of us never make 
this connection. Nevertheless, Christian theology tells us that these 
experiences are glimpses of the God whom Jesus experienced – 
even if we never get round to relating them explicitly to the Jesus 
of the Gospels.

sharing

A Christian may sometimes have an experience of Jesus so 
profound that it can only be adequately expressed through a 
combination of terms such as ‘seeing’ ‘hearing’ and ‘touching’. 
Such a deep experience may lead the person to reach out to others 
in the inspiring words of the author of the first epistle of John:

Something which has existed from the beginning, which we 
have heard, which we have seen with our own eyes, which we 
have looked at and our hands have touched: the Word, who is life 
– this is what we are speaking of. That life was made visible: we 
have seen it and we are giving our testimony, telling you about the 
eternal life which was with the Father and has been made visible to 
us. We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you 
too may be in communion with us, as we are in communion with 
the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. We are writing this to you 
to make our own joy complete (1 John 1:1-3).

Open-to-the Spirit. The Holy Spirit never gives up on the human 
heart but works unceasingly to bring it in harmony with the plan 
of God. No matter how distracted or pained your heart is, God 
constantly calls you to freedom and healing. The most important 
dimension in the journey of healing and peace is an openness on 
our behalf to allow the Spirit to work.

– Éamonn P. Bourke, Mercy in All Things. (Dublin: Veritas), 
p. 37.
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It helps now and then to step back and take the long view
The Kingdom is not only beyond our efforts,
It is even beyond our vision.
We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction
of the magnificent enterprise that is God’s work.
Nothing we do is complete, which is another way of saying
That the Kingdom always lies beyond us.
No statement says all that could be said.
No prayer fully expresses our faith.
No confession brings perfection.
No pastoral visit brings wholeness.
No programme accomplishes the church’s mission.
No set of goals and objectives includes everything.
This is what we are about.
We plant the seeds that one day will grow.
We water seeds already planted,
Knowing that they hold future promise.
We lay foundations that will need further promise.
We lay foundations that will need further development.
We provide yeast that produces effects
Far beyond our capabilities.
We cannot do everything and there
is a liberation in realising that.
This enables us to do something, and to do it well.
It may be incomplete, a step along the way.
An opportunity for the Lord’s grace
To enter and do the rest.
We may never see the end results,
but that is the difference between
the master builder and the worker.
We are workers, not master builders,
Ministers, not messiahs.
We are prophets of a future not our own.


