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THE FURROW

in 2014, Daoud continues to persevere and pray and says that he 
will never give in, “Our land is like our mother. We care for her. 
We won’t sell her. We will never leave her alone.” His answer to 
the frustrations and disappointments are not to become embittered 
but to transform those negative experiences into the energy needed 
to do things positively. 

what can we do?

How can we on the outside assist peace? All sides want us to 
visit them; for Israel it helps the economy, for Palestinians, both 
Muslim and Christian, economic benefits may be limited but 
signal our awareness, concern and solidarity with them. Organise 
a parish pilgrimage! Despite its image as a seriously troubled 
part of the world the shrines and holy places continues to attract 
pilgrims – a record 4 million visitors in 2018. It is also probably 
the greatest catechetical tool that could be implemented by a parish 
pastoral group with real potential for revitalising young people’s 
interest through issues of social justice, ecology and liturgy. My 
own former parish of Tallanstown, Reaghstown and Clonkeen in 
Co.Louth have run annual walks to provide medical help for the 
poorest of Gaza in recent years. The Alliance for Middle East Peace 
(ALLMEP) is bringing together thousands of Palestinians and 
Israelis, Arabs and Jews. If the international community renews 
its fundamental, moral obligation to assist the process of justice, 
peace and reconciliation it will give courage to those struggling for 
peace in a place that is sacred to so many friends of Israel. Think 
radically, speak carefully and act positively. Listen, reflect, pray 
and act. The worst thing would be to do nothing.

True Education. All too often we are conditioned by trivial and 
fleeting models of life that drive us to pursue success at a low 
price, discrediting sacrifice and inculcating the idea that education 
is not necessary unless it immediately provides concrete results. 
No, education makes us raise questions, keeps us from being 
anaesthetised by banality, and impels us to pursue meaning in life. 
We need to reclaim our right not to be sidetracked by the many 
sirens that nowadays distract from this pursuit

– Pope Francis, Christ is Alive, (Dublin: Veritas) p. 81.
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The Cross and Resurrection
Holy Week 2019
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Monday, Paris

The cross radiant, ever present, 
alive with resurrection 

raised on the altar in Notre Dame 
amidst embers and ashes 

of man’s glorious achievement, 
beside a weeping Seine 

sharing a history 
of sacred, secular, 

saintliness, desecration.

Holy Thursday, Derry

Echoes of Jerusalem’s 
Imperial, Religious violence. 
Christ the Innocent Victim 
on the side of all victims, 

Lyra, pursuer of truth and justice, 
latest victim in a long line. 

Politicians scramble for survival, 
suspect exploiters of sorrow.

Easter Sunday, Sri Lanka

Again, the cross bloodied, 
dismembered corpses strewn 

in pieces amid pews of prayer, 
torn lives of the living, 
echoes of Christchurch, 

savagery of righteousness, 
poisoned minds and hearts.
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THE FURROW

Off-shoots of Calvary 
continue to sprout 

though the stone of death 
is removed forever. 

Love, Forgiveness, Life 
are triumphant in Christ.

Courage and the Future. Despite all the difficulties the Church is 
facing, if it changes itself where change is needed, with the same 
courage and insight that the apostles and elders showed at the 
Council of Jerusalem, it can then go out to take the Christian faith 
to all the nations in all cultures and circumstances with confidence 
and power.

Do not fear for I am with you.
Do not be dismayed for I am your God.
I will strengthen you and help you.
I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.
Do not be afraid, it is I who helps you,

says the Lord, your ransomer,
the Holy One of Israel. (Isaiah 41:14)

– Michael Knowles, The Meeting that Changed the World 
(Durham, England: Sacristy Press) p.354


