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THE FURROW

 In the earlier quotation from Pope Francis on the missional 
character of all baptised Christians, he spoke about mission and 
about love. With that, now, in mind, I’d like to finish this reflection 
with a poem from Maya Angelou (as we gather here in the Mission 
Month of October).

Late October
Maya Angelou

Carefully 
the leaves of autumn 
sprinkle down the tinny 
sound of little dyings 
and skies sated 
of ruddy sunsets 
of roseate dawns 
roil ceaselessly in 
cobweb greys and turn 
to black 
for comfort.

Only lovers 
see the fall 
a signal end to endings 
a gruffish gesture alerting 
those who will not be alarmed 
that we begin to stop 
in order simply 
to begin 
again.13

13  Maya Angelou, Just Give Me a Cool Drink of Water ‘fore I Diiie (New York: 
Random House, 1971), 7. February 2020
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Despite the Dark

Kenneth Steven

Sometimes it is not strange to think that God is out
behind the darkness of the night; that there is hope,
however small and odd the thought might be.

Sometimes it is all right believing that the good will
yet win out against the weight of hate, and that the
light will shine again when all the voices doubt, and
you have fought the dark with all your might.

Lift up your hand and see its grace anew, and open up
the window to the dawn to hear the birds that sing
the morning in.

For this is still a thousand times more true than fear
and lies and giving in to wrong. So keep your faith –
believe, begin again.

Kenneth Steven is best-known as a Scottish poet, though he is also 
a novelist and children’s author. Many of his books are in inspired 
by the Celtic Christian story and by the island of Iona.
info@kennethsteven.co.uk
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