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TWO INTERCONNECTED TRINITIES

have been easy in a foreign land), and to return them home when 
he got word of Herod’s death (Matt 2:13-23). 

conclusion

The argument of this brief essay is a simple one: Catholics have 
available to them for their support two trinities, one divine which 
they acknowledge when they are in some kind of need, and one 
human which they seldom acknowledge, except as an imprecation. 
The two are intimately related. The divine trinity communicated 
and continues to communicate with the human one via its third 
person, God the Holy Spirit, via messenger angels, and ultimately 
and incredibly via its second person, God the Son, become human 
and son of Mary in Mary’s womb. That Jesus would then be 
legitimately confessed as son of Mary and putatively Joseph and 
would form with Mary and Joseph what we are calling a human 
trinity, though it is more often called, of course, the Holy Family. 
That human trinity communicated and continues to communicate 
with the divine trinity via the Holy Spirit and ultimately the divine 
Son became human in Mary’s womb as the beloved Son in both 
trinities. We do not know, nor can we begin to imagine, all that 
human trinity communicates to and receives from the divine 
trinity, but we do know some of what that communication is about. 
It is about their pleas when they notice that Christ-ians have no 
more wine, no more faith, hope, charity, compassion, mercy and 
again need of the intervention of the Christ, the son of Mary, and 
the Son of God. How blessed and lucky are we Christ-ians in an era 
in which, as never before perhaps, both the divine and the human 
trinities are practically unknown.

Ecumenical Conversations. The importance of monastic life to 
the ecumenical conversation  is thus nor simply in the undoubted 
fact that monks and nuns of different confession are able to relate 
to one another freely and appreciatively, significant and creative as 
that undoubtedly is. I have been suggesting that there are aspects of 
monasticism as such that enable us to understand more fully some 
things about ecumenism, and that make monastic communities 
crucial partners in all ecumenical encounter.

–	 Rowan Williams, The Way of St. Benedict (London: Bloomsbury 
Continuum) p. 63. May 2020
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Army convoys carrying

coffins through Italian

cities to crematoria,

instead of images

of teeming tourists

visiting Verona,

flocking to Florence,

roaming in Rome

when a line from

Livy – vere ineunte –

with Spring coming on, 

lingers from Leaving

Cert Latin. Verdi’s 

record reduced to

the requiem, can

a Caravaggio cast

light amidst the

darkness, canvassing

Christ’s glory to

radiate its healing ray.


