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ST. PATRICK’S GIFT TO AUSTRALIA

Leaven and confession seem a good mix for moving towards hope 
to carry on the work of building and forming Catholic Universities 
open to all and moving towards the 22nd Century. Blessed Cardinal 
Newman lists the healthy qualities of humility, honesty, selflessness, 
service and faith. If in the 22nd Century, just a few of these traits 
survive, there is hope for the invincible spirit of St. Patrick, who 
listened to Christ from the heart, to interrupt and contradict the 
world with the charism (vulnerability) of mission and confession: 
“From where did this wisdom come to me, a wisdom which was 
not in me? I didn’t even know how the number of days, much 
less did I know God. Where did such a great and life-giving gift 
come from then, to know and love God, even at the cost of leaving 
homeland and parents?”43

To speak of St. Patrick’s gift to Australia of Catholic Universities 
is in the end to reflect about the pastoral and spiritual vocation of 
Catholic Universities. It means not to be afraid of employing the 
mysticism of faith that gives light to being personal and vulnerable 
in a world bent on worshipping images and experiences of self-
interest, power and the “goddess of reason”. St. Patrick understood 
about the meaning of “gift” as the blessing “when our lives change 
when we come to know God, to praise and bear witness to his great 
wonders before every nation under heaven”.44 May this gift endure 
in Catholic Universities to make “believers and those who listen to 
be children of God and co-heirs with Christ”.45

43 St. Patrick, The Confession of St. Patrick, no. 36.
44 Ibid, no. 3.
45 Ibid,no. 4. December  2022
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Saving the Planet

David Hodges

With the earth on fire,
is the Lord in the burning bush?
People are on the move,
the world is starving,
dying of thirst;
the earth is a hothouse,
toxic, polluted; rain forests, 
ice caps are shrinking,
only the desert is growing;
the seas are rising,
the climate is broken,
the planet imploding,
our time is running out;
and each of us
is responsible to everyone,
for all of it.

Who can save us
from our selfish hearts?
Care for nature
is caring for the poor.
Love lies waiting,
waiting for our return
to love. Rise up
you parched hearts, rise up
you sleepers, change
what you consume,
let’s all become
low carbon, zero waste,
demand a greener future,
support our common home,
work for the common good,
join in to save the world.
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